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1. Blue Nile State 
 
Ongoing fighting between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement – 
North (SPLM-N) in the southern parts of Blue Nile state continues to affect civilian populations. Large numbers of 
displaced persons have reportedly fled from areas surrounding the towns of Bau and Dindiro to Ed Damazine 
locality in recent days, but due to limited humanitarian access these reports cannot be verified. There have also 
been reports of an ambush carried out by SPLM-N forces on 8 October on the road between Agadi and But, some 
40 km west of Ed Damazine, which resulted in many casualties. 
 
Recent needs assessments undertaken by the State Ministry of Health (SMoH) and the Water and Environmental 
Sanitation Department (WES), indicate that internally displaced persons (IDPs) are located in the towns of Derang 
in Bau locality and in Dindiro, Kurmuk locality. All other towns along the main route south of Ed Damazine are 
reported to be virtually empty. According to UNICEF insecurity has now increased, preventing government 
partners from accessing IDP locations south of Ed Damazine (Derang and Dindiro), and west of Ed Damazine in 
Tadamon locality. 
 
The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) reports that Ethiopia has so far received over 27,500 Sudanese refugees 
from Blue Nile State, necessitating the opening of a new refugee camp near the town of Tongo. The Government 
of Ethiopia, UNHCR, and the International Organization for Migration (IOM) are currently moving refugees away 
from border areas to transit facilities and refugee camps. 
 
The UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has said that continued fighting in Blue Nile State is likely to 
significantly affect food availability in the region. As Blue Nile State and South Kordofan State are two of Sudan’s 
main sorghum producing areas, the latest fighting coupled with erratic rainfall means that it is likely that next 
month’s crops in both states will fail and lead to a shortage of sorghum stocks. Already a shortage of sorghum 
stocks has caused local prices to double. FAO has asked for US$3.5 million to assist up to 235,000 people who 
may be directly affected by these shortages. 
 
The UN World Health Organization (WHO) reports that, although a number of hospitals and clinics in the south of 
the state have had to close due to insecurity, it is working in collaboration with the Sudanese Red Crescent 
Society (SRCS) and the SMoH in Blue Nile State to keep hospitals open and maintain the provision of health 
services. Malaria remains the primary cause of consultations in Blue Nile State, accounting for nearly one-third of 
all reported diseases. Due to insecurity, no specific reports on malaria incidence rates were available for Kurmuk 
and Bau localities. 
 
For more information, please refer to OCHA’s Situation Reports on South Kordofan and Blue Nile available at 
www.unsudanig.org 
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Key Points 
• Fighting between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the Sudan People's Liberation 

Movement - North (SPLM-N) continues in Blue Nile State and South Kordofan State, putting 
civilians at risk and causing further displacement.  

• Humanitarian access in Blue Nile and South Kordofan states remains limited. Only national NGOs 
are currently able to operate in Blue Nile State, whilst only national NGOs and international NGOs 
operating through national staff maintain a presence in South Kordofan. 

• UNHCR reports that over 27,500 Sudanese refugees from Blue Nile State have now entered 
Ethiopia, necessitating the opening of a new refugee camp.  

• The deployment of Ethiopian peacekeepers to Abyei area as part of UNISFA continues.  
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2. South Kordofan State 
 
Hostilities between SAF and SPLM-N forces also continue in South Kordofan State. Humanitarian actors on the 
ground have received unconfirmed reports of aerial bombardments occurring in Delami, Koalib, Kurchi, Umm 
Dorain, Mendi and Buram localities. The UN Department of Safety and Security (UNDSS) also reports that 
fighting between SAF and SPLM-N forces has taken place in Talodi and Kadugli localities. According to local 
media, dozens of farmers have been displaced in the locality of Abu Gebeiha and areas of Sadeed, Al-Tamar, Al-
Hamra, Almitaimir and Jadeid, after SPLM-N forces entered these areas. 
 
Humanitarian partners report that approximately 12,000 persons displaced from South Kordofan State have 
arrived in Unity State, South Sudan. INGOs that have staff on the ground in Kauda locality have also been 
reporting that the nutritional status of children and pregnant and lactating women in SPLM-N areas is 
deteriorating. 
 
Although only limited access has been granted to humanitarian actors, national NGOs and international NGOs 
operating through national staff have been able to maintain a presence in some localities of South Kordofan 
State. Access to field localities is sporadic and inconsistent, raising concerns over the sustainability of some 
humanitarian programmes. The supply of medicine to public health clinics by Save the Children - Sweden, for 
example, may be subject to review in some localities as field monitoring of supplies is increasingly difficult. 
 
Food security is of concern in South Kordofan State, as the planting of sorghum was not able to occur earlier this 
year due to the start of hostilities. A small FAO team is currently on the ground in South Kordofan distributing 
seeds and tools to cover the needs of 120,000 persons. The UN World Food Programme (WFP), SOS and the 
Government’s Humanitarian Aid Commission also began its distribution of non-food items (NFIs) for over 24,000 
people in 10 different locations of Rashad locality. 
 
Although many roads are now impassable due to heavy rains, UNICEF reports that it was able to supply 3,000 
mosquito nets to flood-affected populations in Elsalam, Muglad and Babanusa localities. According to UNICEF, 
over 13,000 persons have been affected by flooding in these localities. 
 
UNICEF and governmental partners are currently consolidating data on separated, unaccompanied and missing 
children in South Kordofan State. SRCS reports that, during recent assessments undertaken in the localities of 
Kadugli, Dilling, Al Qoz, Rashad and Abu Gebeiha, 43 separated children and 1 unaccompanied child were 
recorded. SRCS, with UNICEF support, is also operating 11 Child Friendly Spaces with 55 volunteers in South 
Kordofan. Currently 1,670 children attend these facilities. In the last week, UNICEF has supported the Elfula 
hospital in Elsalam locality with essential drugs for the medical care of separated/unaccompanied children. 
 
For more information, please refer to OCHA’s Situation Reports on South Kordofan and Blue Nile available at 
www.unsudanig.org 
 
 
3. Abyei 
 
No redeployment of SAF troops from Abyei area has been reported over the past week. According to some media 
reports, a spokesman for SAF on 30 September said that SAF troops would remain in Abyei until the full 
deployment of UNISFA troops. According to the Resident Coordinator’s Support Office (RCSO), there has also 
been no confirmation on the redeployment of the Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) troops from Abyei. 
 
By 6 October, the total number of Ethiopian peacekeeping troops deployed as part of the UN Interim Security 
Force for Abyei (UNISFA) reached almost 1,800. About 120 troops from the second Ethiopian battalion, who 
arrived this week in Kadugli, are expected to move to the Abyei area soon. In addition, responsibility for security 
and general management of the former UNMIS compound in Kadugli has now been formally handed over to 
UNISFA who will use the compound as its logistical base.  
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On 6 October, the UNISFA head of mission met with the SAF Commander in Abyei to dicuss the issue of civilians 
who remain in detention. Since the SAF takeover of Abyei in May 2011, a total of 101 civilians were airlifted by the 
UN to Kadugli, Agok, as well as Turalei and Wau in South Sudan. Some of these civilians had come to the UN 
compound on their own, while others had been handed over to the UN by SAF. 
 
An Ethiopian de-mining platoon operating in the Abyei area to date has identified and cleared a total of 42 
unexploded ordnances (UXOs) in Abyei town. UNISFA and UNDSS have, however, advised that the mine maps 
as well as the list of “GO” and “NO GO” areas can only be finalised when the UN Mine Action Service (UNMAS)/ 
UN Mine Action Office (UNMAO) in Sudan are on the ground to ensure quality control. 
 
In Agok, the overall humanitarian situation continues to improve as floodwaters are receding and families 
displaced by flooding move back to their homes and start repairs. However, the food security situation in Agok 
continues to be of concern even though the availability of some commodities, mainly non-food items, are 
increasing. Arrangements to deliver over 170 metric tons of food aid, provided by the Government of South 
Sudan, to people displaced from Abyei are underway. This will be enough to feed more than 10,000 people for 
one month.  
 
 
4. North-South population movements 
  
Kosti 
Preparations for the next barge convoy to South Sudan are underway in Kosti, however, the process continues to 
be delayed. Problems persist with regard to returnees accepting the limitations on luggage. So far, only the 
luggage of some 70 families has been loaded, IOM reported. On 6 October, the South Sudan Deputy 
Humanitarian Affairs Minister, two parliamentarians and the head of the South Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation 
Commission (SSRRC) visited the way-station and reiterated that the Government of South Sudan will provide 
cargo barges to transport returnee luggage.  
 
Meanwhile, UNHCR reported that registration of new arrivals has been suspended at the Kosti way-station since 
24 September. In terms of the registration of those who have been there longer, data input should be concluded 
and the results of the registration exercise known by next week. Returnees continue to arrive at both the railway 
station in Kosti and at the way-station. The team monitored at least 150 individuals during the reporting period 
with five to six families arriving every day. Protection monitors reported cases of malnutrition and an increase in 
illness amongst the returnees. 
 
The total number of stranded returnees at the Kosti way-station as of 4 October was 10,912 people, according to 
IOM in Kosti. 
 
Returnees at Khartoum departure points 
On 5 October, an agreement was signed between IOM and the Humanitarian Aid Commission’s (HAC) IDP 
Centre to transport 12,000 returnees from Khartoum to South Sudan by train. The first convoy of trains - two to 
Aweil and one to Wau – are expected to depart in two weeks. Two trains will be supported by IOM through the 
Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) funding and one will be supported by the Government of South 
Sudan. The Government of Sudan’s Commission for Voluntary and Humanitarian Work (CVHW) will be 
responsible for mobilising and coordinating passengers, while the IDP Centre will have overall responsibility for 
the  train movement, including ensuring that security escorts are provided from Babanusa in South Kordofan to 
the border with South Sudan. According to the SSRRC, returnees at Khartoum departure points are reluctant to 
travel to Renk in South Sudan.  
  
 
5. Darfur                                                                          
 
Abduction of health workers in North Darfur 
The three national staff of the State Ministry of Health (SMoH) who were abducted by unknown people on 23 
September on their way to Umbaro locality with polio vaccine cold boxes have reportedly been released. 
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According to some sources, this incident is linked to the clashes that took place near Al Tawisha a day earlier 
between nomads and farmers. Some nomadic groups were reported to have issued threats of kidnapping for 
ransom. Last month, there were several cases of abduction reported, including the abduction of a member of the 
West Darfur legislative council, two students and a community leader in Nertiti, West Darfur.  
 
Improving security situation in Zamzam IDP Camp, North Darfur 
Community leaders in Zamzam IDP Camp have reported improved security in the camp and better relations with 
the Central Reserve Police (CRP) compared to previous months. In addition, the government is digging a ditch 
around the camp to enable better control of the entry and exit points. Community leaders believe this will further 
improve security and safety inside the camp, but appealed to the CRP Commander to be flexible in letting IDPs in 
and out of the camp to undertake their livelihood activities outside the camp. 
 
 
Growing tension in Hamediya and Hassahisa IDP camps in Zalingei, West Darfur 
According to community leaders, there has been growing tension between pro- and anti-Doha Peace Process 
groups in Hamediya IDP camp in Zalingei, West Darfur. There have been reports of shooting and the movement 
of unidentified armed groups on the outskirts of the camp. The spill-over from Hamediya to Hassahisa IDP camp 
is due to the close ethnic and political affiliations between residents of the two camps. The tensions are also being 
fuelled by rumours of the presence of Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) armed elements in both camps.  
 
UNAMID to intensify patrols around IDP camps in West Darfur  
On 6 October, UNAMID reported that its peacekeepers stationed in Nertiti, West Darfur, will intensify patrols 
around Arkis and Habad East IDP camps after receiving information about harassment of the local population by 
unidentified armed persons. Reportedly, there have been casualties among civilians and freedom of movement is 
severely restricted.  
 
Heightened insecurity in northern corridor, West Darfur  
On 2 October, community leaders and local authorities in Jebel Moon locality, West Darfur, reported clashes in a 
nomadic village about 45 km northeast of Kulbus. Initial information indicates that these were tribal clashes in 
connection with cattle rustling. It had earlier been reported that these clashes resulted from Justice and Equality 
Movement (JEM) armed members forcibly trying to recruit youth in Abu Ardeib village. However, local authorities 
reported that the clashes were inter-tribal.  
 
 


